achieving the vision 1992 


In Vision for the nineties. . .a plan of action, the Provincial Government 
stated “We will regularly ask and report what is being done and what 
has been achieved. We will share the information required to assist in 
assessing our mutual progress on achieving the results and improving 
the education for Alberta students.” 


Iam pleased to provide this second annual report, “Achieving the 
Vision, 1992.” 


The 1991 report included a rating of “Where We Are Now” for each of 
the 13 priority areas in the action plan. This practice has been continued. 
The 1991 ratings were used as benchmarks, and the 1992 appraisals 
were made relative to these. A graphic which illustrates both ratings is 
included. The graphic shows the direction of change and provides a 
general indication of the amount of change. 


As this report shows, progress has been made in several key areas. More 
students are staying in school. Science programs are improving and 
students continue to do well on diploma exams in the sciences. More 
schools have effective partnerships in place. And overall our schools are 
improving. 


On the less positive side, inequities among school jurisdictions are 
growing. Province-wide student results in basic skills have declined 
slightly from 1991 and results in mathematics continue to be a concern. 
Our overall rating remains the same as last year, aB-. 


Iam proud of the commitment of the Government of Alberta to public 
education, and I am proud of the efforts students, teachers, 
administrators, parents, and the business and professional community 
have made to maintain, and enhance our education system. Our 
students are taught by dedicated, caring, and committed teachers, in 
school facilities that are widely regarded as among the best in Canada 
and around the world. Students and teachers work cooperatively with 
relevant, and current curricula and resources. Students learn to read, 
write, compute, solve problems, and think critically about issues. 


This report lets all Albertans know how well we are doing in key areas 
of education. More importantly, it helps us focus our energies in areas 
where improvements are needed. 


We must continue to strive for excellence in our education system. Our 
students deserve nothing less. 
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Where have we improved? 


Students stay in school 
The annual dropout rate for 14-18 year olds has declined from 12.4% in 
1978-79 to 6.3% in 1990-91. The percentage of students completing high 
school is estimated to have increased from about 60% to 70% over the 
last ten years. Some stay-in-school projects show promising gains. More 
active support is needed for some students to stay in school. This 
priority is rated as good, slightly better than in 1990-91. 

= 1992 Rating: Good 


Excellence in science 
Senior high students continue to do very well in science diploma 
examinations. Survey respondents say graduates have a good 
background in science, and that schools have good science programs 
and facilities. Post-secondary instructors think that graduates’ science 
skills need improvement. This priority is rated slightly better than in 
1990-91. 

(=> 1992 Rating: Very Good 


Building partnerships 
School councils, the increased involvement of business and professions, 
and the greater involvement of students in decision making and in the 
community are all positives. The educational quality indicator projects 
are a model for joint efforts between school jurisdictions and the 
province to improve education. Further involvement of parents is 
needed. This priority is rated in the very good range with a small 
improvement from 1990-91. 

> 1992 Rating: Very Good 


Excellence in schools 
Alberta’s secondary schools are rated more positively than those in any 
other provincial system. Surveys show the quality of Alberta schools 
was rated more favorably than in 1991, however post-secondary 
instructors are less positive than other groups. Most people are 
generally satisfied with the education offered in schools; parents seem to 
be the least satisfied. Parents rate their own schools highly but feel the 
general quality of education in schools in their community is getting 
worse. A quarter of graduates do not feel high school encourages all 
students to do their best. School facilities are rated positively. Schools 
rate well on indicators of school effectiveness. The rating for 1991-92 
improves slightly to the very good range. 

> 1992 Rating: Very Good 


Where is our assessment 
the same as last year? 


Superior standards and results 


Student achievement in science, English, social studies and Frangais 
diploma courses remains strong. Math results need considerable 


improvement. More people are satisfied with the preparation of high 
school graduates for life beyond high school than in 1991. Post- 
secondary educators’ perceptions of the quality of graduates indicates 
more work is needed to improve the transition to post-secondary 
education and training. The 1991-92 rating is not changed from the 
previous year. 


= 1992 Rating: Good 


Excellence in teaching 
Alberta's teachers are well educated and experienced. Their teaching 
practices are well regarded. Teachers say they need help to meet the 
diverse learning needs of students and parental expectations. Teacher 
preparation and professional development programs need to be 
improved to help meet these demands. The rating for 1991-92 remains 
the same as last year. 

> 1992 Rating: Good 


Excellence in curriculum 
Student learning expectations are high and clear. The Alberta Chamber 
of Resources study raised concerns about when and how math and 
science concepts are presented to students. Post-secondary educators 
have some concerns about the skills of high school graduates. Alberta’s 
curriculum is regarded as comprehensive and is recognized all over the 
world for its excellence. The curriculum review and revision process 
involving diverse groups of Albertans helps ensure the curricula and 
assessment programs are meeting high standards and reflect society’s 
expectations. The rating for 1991-92 remains the same as for 1990-91. 
SS > 1992 Rating: Very Good 


Success for immigrant children 
Service delivery to immigrant students has not changed. A study of the 
academic achievements of a sample of immigrant students indicates 
some are very successful in school, while others experience considerable 
difficulty. The low graduation rate of students who receive ESL in junior 
or senior high school indicates that these students continue to have 
educational needs which are not yet being met. This priority is rated fair, 
the same as in 1990-91. 

> 1992 Rating: Fair 


Doing what's best for disabled students 
Attitudes and efforts toward integration of disabled students are 
positive and most of these students are fully or partially integrated into 
regular classrooms. More schools are accessible to students and parents 
with physical disabilities. Teacher training, resource materials, and 
access to inservice programs need improvement to make integration 
work better. People who work in education are more satisfied than 
students and parents with the education of students with special needs. 
Services for disabled students need to be coordinated better. The rating 
for 1991-92 is the same as the previous year. 

> 1992 Rating: Good 


Success for Native children 
More Native students are enrolled in and completing grade 12 and 
graduating. Gains in stay-in-school projects for Native students are 
promising. Surveys indicate Native student preparation for life beyond 
high school needs improvement. Schools are challenged to doa better 
job to meet the educational needs of Native students and improve 
academic achievement. This rating of fair is not changed from 1990-91. 
> 1992 Rating: Fair 


Challenging our most capable students 
Alberta schools offer a variety of programs to challenge our most 
capable students across all grade levels. Graduates and their parents are 
positive about opportunities for capable students and recognition of 
achievement. The percentage of students achieving the standard of 
excellence on achievement tests and diploma exams continues to be 
high. More students are earning an advanced diploma with excellence. 
Increased numbers of students are eligible for the Rutherford 
Scholarship. The rating for 1991-92 remains the same as last year. 
(> 1992 Rating: Very Good 


Where have we fallen behind? 


Strong basic skills 
Achievement test results in 1992 indicate more students need to meet 
acceptable standards particularly in grades 6 and 9. Grade 3 social 
studies results are positive. About the same percentage of high school 
students achieved the acceptable or higher standard on diploma exam 
courses as last year. The 1991-92 rating is moved back slightly in the 
good range to reflect the need for better student performance on 
achievement tests. 

= 1992 Rating: Good 


Equity of opportunity for students 
The situation with regard to fiscal equity is getting worse: The gap in the 
amount raised per student by school jurisdictions continues to grow; the 
gap in the amount spent per student has also grown. Student access to 
programs reflects these inequities. The availability of more distance 
learning courses helps to improve student access. Choice of programs 
and schools is available to the majority of Alberta students but not in 
every community. A solution to the growing funding inequities must be 
found. The rating for 1991-92 moves further back in the fair range as it 
reflects the worsening fiscal equity situation. 

> 1992 Rating: Fair 


Next steps 


Readers should consult the full report and consider the questions 
asked at the end of each section. The information provided here 
shows that we have a strong foundation on which to build an 
even better school system in Alberta. The challenge is to promote 
positive discussion and, most importantly, to move ahead in 
providing the best possible education for all Alberta students. 


